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of Chen, formally elected and actually appointed the
head of the Hsiang which includes the village.

Headmanship in the village is not hereditary. Chou's
father is engaged in the tile trade and his elder
brother is still working on the farm. His son is in
the town and is not likely to succeed him in the
future. There is no kinship relation between Chen
and Chou.

Although both Chen and Chou are well-to-do per-
sons, neither is considered the richest person in the
village. The richest person is, I believe, a man named
Wang, who lives in obscurity and is without any out-
standing prestige. It is true that a child of a poor
family has less chance of attaining the position since
headmanship has no direct economic reward and
requires rather long and expensive preparation (to
attain the necessary standard of literacy), but wealth
alone does not give power or prestige.

Even legal status is not essential for the headmanship.
Chen is still the senior head in the village, but he has no
position in the formal administrative system. Elder
persons tend to avoid the trouble of dealing with the
higher government. The basis of the headmanship
lies in public recognition and support in the leadership
in community affairs, and in being the representative of
the community against the outside world. Chen
started his career as a schoolmaster and Chou as an
assistant in the silk factory. Their service and ability
have given them authority and prestige. In the
village there are few who are literate and still less who
are at the same time willing to take up the responsi-
bility without economic reward. Young men of
ambition are not satisfied with the position : it is con-
sidered by the two middle school graduates, I met in the